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It’s officially winter in Ohio.  Students finally received the gift of a snow day and boy were they happy.  The
change of weather also brings about preparation for changes taking place at the middle school.  Our 8th
grade students are beginning to have conversations about transitioning to high school and what that will
look like.  Additional information about those events are included in this newsletter.  We are not looking
forward to having to say goodbye to our 8th graders, but we know that’s part of the growing process.  The
middle school teachers have spoken to the high school counselors about recommendations for high school
courses.  Please speak with your child about these discussions that have taken place and reach out to your
child’s counselor if you have any questions.

The district initiative for this year is attendance+behavior=academics. Research has shown that attendance
matters.  It is important that students are in school every single day and on time.  Students are allowed in
the building at 7:30 and first period classes begin at 7:40.  According to The National Center for Education
Statistics, “High school dropouts have been found to exhibit a history of negative behaviors, including high
levels of absenteeism throughout their childhood, at higher rates than high school graduates.”  As a
building, we have started to create incentives for students to be at school everyday. Brown Middle School
has decreased our building chronic absenteeism rate by 10%.  That’s to be celebrated, and we will continue
to do our part to encourage daily attendance with students.  We would appreciate your partnership by
communicating with your child the importance of daily, on time attendance as well.  We genuinely miss our
students when they are out.

It’s hard to believe that we are halfway through the school year, but it has been a good year.  Teachers are
reporting that students are more engaged and students seem happy to be at BMS.  We would appreciate it
if you would take some time to complete a survey at the following link: BMS Parent Survey.  We would like
your input as to what we can do to continue to grow as a building and make Brown Middle School the best
middle school in Portage County.

Thanks for sharing your children with us!

Catrina Burwell
BMS Principal & Proud Alumni
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